2019 ANNUAL REPORT

Footsteps’ has had a very active year. The steering group is becoming increasingly challenged to
coordinate and respond to the growing number of opportunities and requests to make faith-based
climate action contributions.

The main events Footsteps held during the year started with the annual Tread Lightly Conference
in November 2019 held at the Guru Nanak Gurdwara, in neighbouring Smethwick. Lizzie Nelson,
from Faiths for the Climate Network spoke and the conference supported financially by
GreenFaith, the global interfaith environmental charity. In February we held with the Climate
Coalition a #Showthelove event at the Birmingham Central Mosque. Finally, our summer activity
took the form of a successful walk and study visit to the Tyseley Energy Park that also built links
with the local community and St Cyprians Church.

Our work with young people included having a base at the BCF’s Faiths for Fun in March and
providing a faith perspective at a young social entrepreneurs training evening in the Ladywood
community hall. Work on developing a web-based version of Small Footsteps resources has been
making progress.

In addition, Footsteps had a presence or spoken at a number of faith and environmental events
which are listed in the Attachment. Events included: community iftars, Sikh Environment Day tree
planting and local community events in Kings Heath and the Martineau Gardens.

Footsteps has increasingly been taking a faith voice into the Birmingham public and political
arena. This culminated in May with presenting a letter to Birmingham City Council calling on the
Council to declare a climate emergency. The letter was endorsed by the Birmingham Faith
Leaders group and supported by 45 individual community faith leaders. As a result, Councillor
Waseem Zaffar committed to Footsteps being represented on the Climate Emergency Task Force
being established. A Footsteps report ‘Birmingham Climate Emergency — The Role for Faith
Communities’ is about to be published.

The steering group endeavours to evaluate each event to better understand what works well. The
attached list of Footsteps Events and Activities is based on the spreadsheet list used for planning
and reviewing our work. Footsteps website carries reports on most events which attracts
attention and favourable reactions.

Footsteps finances were in a sound position at the end of the year, with £1,466 of restricted funds
for developing and disseminating Small Footsteps learning resources and £940 for general
activities.

We are now entering a period of unprecedented concern and action on the climate. The activities
of climate activists, many acting from conscience and faith, will become increasingly visible.
During the coming year Footsteps will be doing all that it is able help faith communities work
together and with others in addressing the enormous environmental and climate challenges we
face.

Ruth Tetlow & Chris Martin ~ September 2019
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extracted from Footsteps activity planning and monitoring spreadsheet
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